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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Totaro (USPN 6,068,164) in view of Hyvonen et al. (USPN 5,813,496) and Shida (JP 5- 
170298). 

Totaro discloses a system for manual lubrication of an apparatus wherein the lubricant is 
delivered by a lubricant gun (1) having a lubrication nozzle (8). 

Totaro fails to show an apparatus having a plurality of lubrication points with a quantity 
of lubricant individually predetermined for each lubrication point, wherein the lubrication points 
of the apparatus are provided with an identification element, based upon which information on 
the quantity of lubricant that is to be administered to each individual point in each instance of 
lubrication is retrievable from a memory, and wherein, in the lubrication of a lubrication point of 
the apparatus the identification element associated with the lubrication point is detected by a 
lubrication point identification device arranged at the lubrication nozzle and information on the 
predetermined quantity of lubricant for the lubrication point identified is retrieved from the 
memory, following which the quantity of lubricant is administered to the lubrication point, and 
information on the lubrication carried out is stored in the memory; 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/009, 1 65 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3682 

information on quantities of lubricant for each point stored in the aforementioned 
memory is fed from that memory to a second mobile member and that after carrying out the 
lubrication round the information is transmitted from the second memory to the aforementioned 
memory; 

list is retrieved from memory; 

time from round is calculated from information stored in the memory; 

measuring device, control element, lubrication identification device. 

Hyvonen et al. show an apparatus having a plurality of lubrication points with a quantity 
of lubricant individually predetermined for each lubrication point. 

Shida shows an identification element (13), based upon which information on the 
quantity of fluid that is to be administered to each individual point in each instance of filling is 
retrievable from a memory, and wherein, in the filling of a point of the apparatus the 
identification element associated with the point is detected by a point identification device (12) 
arranged at the nozzle and information on the predetermined quantity of fluid for the point 
identified is retrieved from the memory, and information on the filling carried out is stored in the 
memory; 

information on quantities for each point stored in the aforementioned memory is fed from 
that memory to a second mobile member and that after carrying out the round the information is 
transmitted from the second memory to the aforementioned memory; 

list is retrieved from memory; 

time from round is calculated from information stored in the memory; 
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measuring device, control element, lubrication identification device (all inherent features 
ofShida). 

To modify the apparatus of Totaro so as to provide an apparatus with a plurality of 
lubrication points would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made in view of the teachings of Hyvonen et al. that such an arrangement 
improves functionality of the system. 

To modify the apparatus of Totaro so as to provide and scanning and storage device 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in 
view of the teachings of Shida that such an arrangement improves monitoring amounts used. 
3 . Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U. S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Totaro (USPN 
6,068,164) in view of Hyvonen et al. (USPN 5,813,496) and Shida (JP 5-170298) as applied to 
claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9, and 10 above, and further in view of Elkin et al. (USPN 6,123,174). 

The above reference combination shows all of the instantly claimed invention except an 
indication by audible means. 

Elkin et al. disclose that on identification of an individual lubrication point the quantity of 
lubricant is shown that is to be administered (column 25, lines 12-17) to the lubricant point in 
question and that when the quantity has been administered the administration is shown and/or 
indicated by audible means (column 25, lines 24-27). 

To modify the above reference combination so as to provide and audible means would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made in view 
of the teachings of Elkin et al. that such an arrangement will indicate to user when operation is 
finished. 
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4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Totaro (USPN 
6,068,164) in view of Hyvonen et al. (USPN 5,813,496) and Shida (JP 5-170298) as applied to 
claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9 and 10 above, and further in view of Pollack (USPN 5,923,572). 

The above reference combination shows all of the instantly claimed invention except 
communication by radio equipment. 

Pollack shows communications equipment composed of radio communications 
equipment (38, 39, 71, 72). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the above reference combination with the radio communication, as taught by Pollack, 
for the purpose of a wireless transmission and getting rid of hardware. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Elkin et al. 
(USPN 6,123,174) in view of Hyvonen et al. (USPN 5,813,496) in view of Pollack. 

Elkin et al. disclose a system for manual lubrication of a lubrication point with a quantity 
of lubricant individually predetermined for the lubrication point, wherein the lubrication point is 
provided with an individual identification information (column 16, lines 8-13) on the quantity 
(column 16, line 15) of lubricant that is to be administered to the lubrication point in each 
instance of lubrication is stored in a memory/measuring device and control element (column 16, 
lines 13-16), and wherein in the lubrication of a lubrication point the identification of the point is 
detected (bar code reader 216 see column 20, lines 30-40) and information on the predetermined 
quantity of lubricant for the lubrication point identified is retrieved from the memory (column 20 
lines 25-29), following which the said quantity of lubricant is administered to the lubrication 
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point, information on the lubrication carried out and the time thereof is stored in the memory 
(column 26, lines 41-45). 

Elkin et al. disclose that on identification of an individual lubrication point the quantity of 
lubricant is shown that is to be administered (column 25, lines 12-17) to the lubricant point in 
question and that when the quantity has been administered the administration is shown and/or 
indicated by audible means (column 25, lines 24-27). 

Elkin et al. disclose that a list of lubrication points (engines and vehicles) visited during a 
lubrication round and the quantity of lubricant individually administered to each lubrication point 
is retrieved from the memory (column 26 lines 42-47). 

Elkin et al. inherently disclose in that the time for a subsequent lubrication round 
information on the quantity of lubrication for the individual lubrication point is calculated from 
information stored in the memory. Elkin et al. disclose (column 16, lines 1 1-16) the database 
tracks which services have been preformed, thus it is calculated either by computer or user when 
next operation is due. 

Re: claim 6, Elkin et al. disclose a device for manual lubrication of a lubrication point 
with a quantity of lubricant individually predetermined for each lubrication point, characterized 
in that the device comprises a combination of: an identification element unique to the lubrication 
point (bar code, see column 1 6, line 56) unique to the lubrication point at a lubrication point 
(engine in Elkin) and a measuring device (78), a reservoir (24) which is connected buy way of a 
pump device (76) and a measuring device (78) with indicating element (96) and a dispensing 
apparatus (166); 
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Elkin et al. fail to show an apparatus having a plurality of lubrication points with a 
quantity of lubricant individually predetermined for each lubrication point. 

Elkin et al. fail to show in connection with a planned lubrication round information on the 
quantities of lubricant for each individual lubrication point stored in the aforementioned memory 
is fed from that memory to a second mobile memory and that after carrying out the lubrication 
round the said information is transmitted from the second memory to the aforementioned 
memory. 

Elkin et al. do not disclose a lubricant gun with a lubricant reservoir which is connected 
by way of a pump device and the pump device connected to which control element is a memory 
containing stored data on the lubrication requirement of each individual lubrication point, with 
which memory the lubricant gun is designed to communicate for transfer to the control element 
of a lubricant quantity specification for each separate lubrication point and for feeding 
information stored in the control element on the lubrication carried out at the individual 
lubrication points, and a lubrication point identification device arranged in connection with the 
nozzle and designed, when the nozzle is connected to a lubrication point, to automatically 
identify the lubrication point in question and its lubrication requirement by means of the 
identification element together with means for storing in the memory data on the quantity of 
lubricant administered to the lubrication point in question in each lubrication operation; 

the device comprises communication equipment designed to achieve communication 
between the control element and a fixed computer; 

communications equipment composed of radio communications equipment; 
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the control element comprises memory elements designed to store the data and 
information for a time interval between the beginning and end of one operation round and that 
the memory elements are designed to communicate with the computer memory. 

Re: claims 1 and 6, Hyvonen et al. renders obvious an apparatus having a plurality of 
lubrication points with a quantity of lubricant individually predetermined for each lubrication 
point. 

Re: claim 2, Pollock (USPN 5,923,572) renders obvious a memory (56) being fed from 
that memory to a second mobile memory (30 mounted on hose is mobile) and that after carrying 
out an operation the information is transmitted from the second memory to the aforementioned 
memory (column 3, lines 60-65). 

Pollock renders obvious a gun (12) with a reservoir (inherent) which is connected by way 
of a pump device (45) and a measuring device (44) to a nozzle (end portion of dispenser), a 
control element (24) connected to the measuring device and the pump device connected to which 
control element is a memory containing stored data (30) of an individual point, with which 
memory the gun is designed to communicate for transfer to the control element of a quantity 
specification (column 4, lines 4-17) for a lubrication point and for feeding information stored in 
the control element on the operation carried out at the individual point (also column 4, lines 4- 
17), and a point identification device (21) arranged in connection with the nozzle and designed, 
when the nozzle is connected to a point, to automatically identify the point in question and its 
requirement by means of the identification element together with means for storing in the 
memory data on the quantity administered to the point in question in each operation (column 3, 
lines 65-67, column 4, lines 1-3); 
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Re: claim 7, Pollack renders obvious the device comprises communication equipment 
designed to achieve communication between the control element and a fixed computer. 

Re: claim 8, Pollack renders obvious communications equipment composed of radio 
communications equipment (38, 39, 71, 72). 

Re: claim 9, Pollock renders obvious that the control element (24) comprises memory 
elements (84) designed to store the said data and information for a time interval between the 
beginning and end of one operation round and that the memory elements are designed to 
communicate with the computer memory (30). 

To modify the apparatus of Elkin et al. so as to include an apparatus with a plurality of 
lubrication points with a quantity of lubricant individually determined for each lubrication point 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of Hyvonen 
et al. that such an arrangement improves overall bearing lives for rollers. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the dispensing apparatus of Elkin et al. with the gun dispenser, and the control element 
to communicate with an identification point, as taught by Pollack, for the purpose of eliminating 
need for operator input, which reduces the labor cost. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the communications apparatus of Elkin et al. with the radio communication, as taught 
by Pollack, for the purpose of a wireless transmission, which decreases the overall response time. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time, of the invention 
to modify the apparatus of Elkin et al. to utilize memory storage and communication, as taught 
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by Pollack, for the purpose of tracking the quantity dispensed of the lubrication apparatus to 
accurately calculate total sales, further maximizing profits. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the memory transmitting device of Elton et al. by adding a second mobile memory, as 
taught by Pollock, for the purpose of eliminating need for operator input, which reduces the labor 
cost. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed May 24, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that Hyvonen teaches away from the instant invention, because the 
reference mentions there are disadvantages to manual lubrication. Hyvonen does not teach away 
from the instant invention, because the instant invention is technically not a manual device. The 
instant invention is an automated device. If the applicant distinguishes the instant invention as 
being a manual operation, then anything that requires any operator input would be considered 
manual. Clearly this is not the case and Hyvonen does not teach away from the instant 
invention. 

The applicant then argues that Totaro teaches away from devices that require "auxiliary 
equipment." It is submitted that one of ordinary skill in the art would look to Totaro for the 
general teaching of a lubricant nozzle and the reference does not teach away from the instant 
invention. 

The applicant argues that since Shida is directed to an automobile gasoline pump there 
would be no motivation to combine the reference with either of the lubrication systems disclosed 
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by Totaro and Hyvonon. All of the prior art and the instant invention are drawn to fluid 
distribution and one having ordinary skill in the art would look to the teachings of Shida to 
implement a lubrication tracking distribution system. 

Conclusion 

1. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley J Van Pelt whose telephone number is 703.305.8176. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:00-4:30, 2nd F 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Bucci can be reached on 703.308.3668. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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